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By Chris Scannell ’05, Pete 
Bachrach ’01, and Robert Platt ’73

As our chapter’s lodge at 13 South 
Avenue nears its 130th birthday, the 
need to continue maintaining and 
improving the house as an under-
graduate living space has never been 
more urgent. Cornell’s mandate that 
all first- and second-year under-
graduate students live in on-campus 
housing makes the ΔΚΕ house’s lo-
cation a draw for many prospective 
brothers. At the same time, recent 
university investments in modern 
dormitories in North Campus and 
West Campus have increased expec-
tations for housing quality, ameni-
ties, and services with which ΔΚΕ and other histor-
ic buildings must compete. To meet that goal, it is 
imperative that we make the necessary investments 
in the chapter lodge that will keep it an economical-
ly viable and desirable dwelling for undergraduate 
brothers now and in the future.

To that end, representatives of the Delta Chi As-
sociation, the undergraduate chapter, and members 
of Cornell’s Student and Campus Life Facilities Unit 
meet regularly to review and prioritize a backlog of 

EFFORTS TO IMPROVE 
13 SOUTH AVENUE CONTINUE
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house improvement projects. After evaluating proj-
ects based on safety and security, labor availability, 
contracting complexity, potential cost, and available 
funding, the team established an anticipated project 
plan for house improvements over a one-to-five-year 
time horizon. 

The first project of our current five-year plan was 
an effort to repair, replace, and paint wood surfac-
es on the north, east, and south faces of the house. 

A recent photo of the grey stone castle following numerous 
internal and external maintenance projects in the past year

LOOKING FORWARD TO AN 
IN-PERSON REUNION IN 2022!

After two straight years of canceled reunion 
festivities in Ithaca, we look forward to once again 
reconnecting together as brothers and friends at the 
chapter lodge at 13 South Avenue on Saturday, June 
11. The Delta Chi Association’s annual meeting will 
begin at 2 p.m., where you can get an update on the 
latest Delta Chi chapter news and help elect new 
officers to the Delta Chi Association board of direc-
tors. As with all Deke traditions, the chapter meet-
ing will be immediately followed by a reception. 

If you are unable to attend in person, we hope 
you’ll join us remotely via Zoom. We will post 
information about how to attend virtually to our 
website at www.dke-cornell.org, as well as via our 
alumni email list in the days leading up to the 
annual meeting. 

Not currently receiving updates via our alum-
ni email list? If not, please send an email to 
alumnirecords@dke-cornell.org and we’ll be 
thrilled to add you!

ΔΚΕ HITTING 
STRIDE

Wow, what a difference a 
year makes! 

Around this time last 
year, we were all living in 
a world of significant un-
certainty. In the winter of 
2020-21, our undergrad-
uate brothers were taking 
their classes remotely and 

living a secluded lifestyle as pre-vaccine health 
mandates were strictly enforced, both at Cornell 
and around the country. Despite these condi-
tions, Cornell Dekes managed to recruit a spring 
pledge class of 17 new brothers with many now 
living at 13 South Avenue under much improved 
social and living conditions. They did a heck of a 
job in a tough situation.

In the year since a series of exciting chap-
ter-building events leave me ever more optimistic 
about our chapter’s future in the years to come. 

First and foremost, ΔΚΕ International has 
once again formally recognized our chapter’s 
charter that was temporarily stripped in 2014. 
This decision was a recognition of the enormous 
effort that our undergraduate brothers have made 
over the last few years to rebuild the foundation 
of a successful fraternal organization. Cornell’s 
Office of Sorority and Fraternity Life agreed with 
that assessment, congratulating our chapter lead-
ers for the exceptional strides they have made 
since our return to campus.

Their recognition is both welcomed and well 
deserved. While the vast majority of us joined 
a ΔΚΕ house led by juniors and seniors who 
would teach incoming brothers how to manage 
a fraternity chapter at Cornell, our refounding 
brothers did not have such a luxury when the re-
turn-to-campus process kicked off in 2017. Due 
to the lack of experienced brothers to pass down 
lessons learned, an undergraduate corporation 
board of directors, jointly comprised of ΔΚΕ 
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alumni and undergraduates, was formed to oversee 
many of the operational requirements of the chapter. 
In the past few months, that board of directors has 
been disbanded and the undergraduate leaders have 
once again assumed full operational control of the 
fraternity to include budgetary and financial matters 
(with help from a professional accounting firm), a 
meal plan and food service, day-to-day house main-
tenance needs, and fraternity rituals including rush, 
new member education, and initiation. 

The undergraduates weren’t the only Delta Chi 
Dekes who have stepped up over the past year.  
Alumni have also made huge contributions in sup-
port of the chapter and the continued maintenance 
of our grey stone castle. More alumni than ever are 
contributing to ΔΚΕ through association dues or 
tax-deductible gifts on an annual basis, a trend I 
hope continues well into the future. Believe it or not, 
well over 100 alumni contributed nearly $60,000 to 
the house during Cornell’s Annual Giving Day in 
March of 2022, exceeding the $46,000 donated by a 
similar number of donors at the Giving Day event 
in March of 2021. These totals far outpaced those of 
other Greek houses on campus and in 2022 and was 
second only to Hillel in dollars raised for an individ-
ual campus entity. This consistent financial success 
allows the Delta Chi Association and Cornell’s ΔΚΕ 
Group Housing Fund to fund crucial house projects 
necessary for the long-term livability and viability of 
our lodge at 13 South Avenue. You can read more 
about those efforts elsewhere in this newsletter.

If any of the updates above feel somewhat nor-
mal to you then I am thrilled. We’ve been push-
ing hard for a return to familiar practices, both 
on campus and off, over the past year. Our un-
dergraduates are looking forward to having so-
cial engagements without limits on guests and 
mandatory masking. Cornell can’t wait to fully re-
open campus and get students and alumni back 
to enjoying Ithaca as it was meant to be enjoyed. 
I personally look forward to the opportunity for us 
to reconnect in person, be it visiting one another 
at our homes, linking up for joint family vacations, 
or returning to the house for reunion weekend. As 
of today, things are looking up for all of us. I hope 
you’ll continue to join me in celebrating our chap-
ter’s successes, supporting our younger members as 
they navigate academia today and the working world 
tomorrow, and engaging with your lifelong friends 
from the heart forever in whatever way brings you 
joy. I hope to hear from you, or even perhaps see you 
at Cornell’s reunion this June.

Alumni President Mike Furman ’79

ΔΚΕ HITTING 
STRIDE
(continued from page 1)

By Neal Patel ’22, Alex Jung ’23, 
Zach Gelfond ’23, and Guy Anello ’24

This has been an incredible school year for ΔΚΕ 
undergraduates. First and foremost, the chapter de-
livered on a long-sought goal of reacquiring the fra-
ternity charter from ΔΚΕ International and re-at-
taining university recognition from Cornell’s Office 
of Sorority and Fraternity Life. This is a tremendous 
achievement, especially in a time and place where 
fraternities are under strict scrutiny for their aca-
demics, behavior, attitude, and adherence to set 
rules and responsibilities. Xavier Lu ’22 began the 
academic year as president of the Delta Chi chap-
ter and accepted these honors 
on behalf of all of the Deke 
undergraduate leaders from 
the past five years. After grad-
uating early, Xavier passed 
the presidential torch to Alex 
Jung ’23, who is the first pres-
ident of the rechartered chap-
ter to take on full legal respon-
sibility for the undergraduate 
corporation. 

In addition to Xavier’s 
and Alex’s presidential lead-
ership, many other actives 
played key roles in achiev-
ing success for the chapter 
this year. Vinny Ganesan 
’24 was asked by his broth-
ers to represent the chapter 
and its many recent success-
es at the DEKE University 
Officer Academy session in 
Washington, DC, in January. 
There he networked with leaders from other ΔΚΕ 
chapters and ΔΚΕ International. Meanwhile, Rush 
Chairs Adam Bleustein ’23 and Edward William 

THE UNDERGRADUATE 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

“Teddy” George ’24 and New Member Educator 
Richie Berlinghof ’24 introduced two classes of 
11 new members each to the brotherhood this 
year, for a grand total of 45 current brothers. With 
only a small number of graduating seniors follow-
ing the 2021–2022 academic year, the Deke House 
is in fact growing and growing fast.

Academics and other campus community in-
volvement have been a major focus for the actives 
this year. The house GPA of 3.53 continues to sit 
in the top half of fraternity rankings and Dekes 
are involved in everything from the Cornell sprint 
football team to the Cornell Equity Research Club. 
Especially meritorious Dekes including Xavier Lu, 

Bill Tong, Devon Harrison, 
Steven Urdaneta, Jack Can-
non, Oscar Mendoza, Richard 
Lee, Brayan Najera, and Guy 
Anello were recognized as 
recipients of the chapter’s an-
nual awarding of the Robert 
Trent Jones Scholarship, Wil-
liam E. Simon Scholarship, 
and the Chairman’s Awards.

Other facets of college life 
are also returning to a state of 
normalcy, including a return 
of intramural athletics to 
Cornell campus life. Led by 
athletics chair Neal Patel ’22, 
Dekes are participating in 
organized tennis, wrestling, 
and basketball tournaments, 
with hopes for more athlet-
ics participation later this 
spring. The actives look for-

ward to more upcoming opportunities for excite-
ment and engagement as the weather gets warmer 
and the COVID-19 restrictions ease. 

Undergraduate brothers gather in the library for a group picture.

Kirill Chernyshov ‘20 holding the 
returned Delta Chi charter during 

a recent visit to the house.
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Completed in October of 2021, this project also relo-
cated drainage pipes and replaced trees and shrubbery 
surrounding the house, improving both the structural 
and aesthetic integrity of the house’s exterior for years 
to come. Inside the house, the addition of a ΔΚΕ crest 
mosaic to the Clayton Caskey Ingersoll fireplace, the 
replacement of aging rugs in the living room, fixes 
to several historic light fixtures in the stairwell and 
library, and operational repairs to the grandfather 
clock have improved the ambiance and livability of 
the first-floor living spaces for house residents.

And yet there are many projects still to come. Over 
the next several years we hope to complete a similar 
wood replacement and painting project on the west-
ern front of the house, make long-needed repairs to 
the library chimney, upgrade the pipes that feed the 
second-floor bathrooms, replace the flooring in the 
main foyer, resurface the courtyard parking lot and 
driveway, and kick off a multi-year project to mod-
ernize the house electrical distribution system. 

The effort to improve the electrical system in the 
house is anticipated to be the most expensive, com-
plex, and time-consuming of the projects on our 

13 SOUTH AVENUE
(continued from page 1)

A mosaic of the Deke crest was recently added to the 
Ingersoll fireplace in the foyer of the chapter house.

near-term project plan. Currently, the 
entire house operates on a mere 200 amps 
of power. That has proven to be woefully 
inadequate as increases in power demand 
across the house have surged over the 
past few decades. A recently completed 
survey conducted by the university, con-
sidering current and projected power de-
mand in the coming years, estimates the 
need to quadruple the available power to 
the house to 800 amps.

This update will require an increase 
in the amount of power coming into the 
house from the NYSEG utility pole, the addition 
of multiple electric distribution panels inside the 
house’s laundry room, and the rewiring of a signifi-
cant portion of bedrooms and common rooms to ac-
commodate the increase in power volume. Efforts are 
underway to time these projects over the next couple 
of years balancing the need for qualified labor in the 
Tompkins County area, the lead time necessary to 
acquire materials impacted by global supply chain is-
sues, and the consolidation of necessary funds from 

our various sources of revenue. While we anticipate 
that funding for this project will largely come from 
increases in the number of brothers living in the 
house and a continuation of generous alumni con-
tributions in the coming years, ΔΚΕ is also tracking 
potential state and local grant opportunities aimed 
at driving Ithaca to a carbon zero footprint over the 
next decade. We hope to have an update on all of 
these house improvement efforts at our annual meet-
ing this June.

ALUMNI NEWS
After 25 years of retirement in Savannah, 
John Otter III ’53 and his wife reluctantly left their 
many friends, including Bob Weber ’53, a classmate 
“friend from the heart forever,” and his wife Bobbie, 
and downsized to Granville, Ohio, a five-minute 
drive to their son, Bob, wife Lee, and their marvelous 
twin grandchildren. John writes: “I celebrated my 
90th last Thanksgiving and am loving life with Su-
san, my dear wife of 61 years. Son Bob is the founder 
and president of Citizen Aid, a company that creates 
life-saving equipment including emergency aid in-
struction and courses for teachers, store employees, 
the general public in case of a terrible mass shoot-
ing. Our son, Jack, is the global director of Dow 
Jones wealth and asset management and is also the 
creator, executive, producer, and anchor of “Bar-
ron’s Roundtable,” which is on at 10 p.m. on Fridays 
on Fox Business Channel. Jack, his wife Diane, and 
three remarkable children live in Pelham, New York. 
He’s a Middlebury Deke. I’ve spoken recently with 
my Deke roommate Don Lathrop ’53 and keep 
in touch with Deke brother Bruce Johnson ’53. 
Both Bruce and Bob Weber are godfathers of 
our sons. So very sorry to learn of the death of 
Pete Plamondon ’54. Pete and I knew each other as 
little kids and again at Lawrenceville. He was a su-
per guy, a very successful business executive, and in-
volved in more church work and charities than most 
of us ever thought of. I love to take credit for intro-
ducing Pete to his lovely wife Lorrie back when we 
three were Cornell undergraduates.”

Rudolph “Rudy” Mateka ’63 reretired to Carrabelle, 
Florida, where there’s “great fishing and fantastic golf!”

William Forbes ’67 retired from the family wine busi-
ness at the end of January this year. He is adjusting 
to a life where every day is Saturday. “My wife, Jane, 
and I went east for three weeks in late August, and our 
first stop was brother Pierce’s Glenora winery. Looks 
like the wine business is still pretty showy. Maybe 
the tourism trade is not quite what it was before the 
COVID-19 pandemic invaded the country,” he said.

Homer “Bill” Fogle Jr. ‘70: “In January, ΔΚΕ brother 
David J. Simpson ’70 and I signed off on volume X 
of our half-century of correspondence, entitled ‘Dear 
Gobbler: Exchanges by Post,’ but held off on shipping it 
to the Cornell University Archives for collection #6781 
until the library’s cataloging and shelving function get 
back to normal. The fourth edition of the chapter’s 
‘Concise History (1870–1969)’ is in a similar state of 
COVID-19 hiatus: it’s printed, published, at the Cor-
nell Library, and waiting to be cataloged. A copy sent 
to the US Library of Congress has met a better fate: 
it’s cataloged as LCCN2019401031.”

Frank Dubeck Jr. ’74 has now retired for the third and 
final time (he hopes). He and his wife, Marybeth, have 
downsized and moved to a lovely retirement communi-
ty. He’s “looking forward to relaxed travel restrictions.”

David Brown ’78 retired in 2016 and, having studied 
Spanish casually for a couple of years in NYC, decid-
ed to go to Madrid to work on it intensively. “I liked 

Madrid and Spain so much I got residency and have 
been living there (as well as in the US) ever since. Liv-
ing in Europe (or any foreign country) is such a dif-
ferent and eye-opening experience. I encourage un-
dergrads to try it if they can figure out a way to do it. 
Mastering a second language is not just gratifying; it’s 
really useful in today’s interconnected world. Finally, 
this year, I left NYC and made Boston (where I lived 
for 15 years) my state-side home. Any Deke in either 
Boston or Madrid hit me up,” he said.

Thomas Grden ’78: “In July 2020, I retired from Stan-
tec, a multinational design firm. I had headed up a 
senior living design studio and had the opportunity 
to present at state and national senior living con-
ferences. Meanwhile, I finished an MA in Christian 
counseling in November and took training to become 
a board-certified mental health coach. I am now pur-
suing a doctorate in Christian ministry as God leads. 
My wife, Pattie, and I have been married for 42 years 
and have three married daughters and eight grand-
children. She continues to teach instrumental music 
in parochial schools. We are both active in various 
church and church-related ministries.”

Daniel Dube ’80 found the “perfect job for semire-
tirement”: working for H&R Block. “I can bust my 
butt for a four-month tax season, then relax the rest of 
the year, honing my new grandparenting skills.”

After recognition for several years in Marquis Who’s 
Who in America and Who’s Who in the World, 

(continued on page 4)



health care man-
agement at Yale 
University, where 
he is the incoming 
student body pres-
ident, plays guitar 
in a local New 
Haven punk band, 
and is the starting 
goalie for the Yale 
School of Man-
agement hockey 
team. This sum-
mer, Jacob will 
relocate to Boston 
for the graduate 
administrative in-
ternship at Mass 

General Brigham where his role in perioperative 
services and healthcare systems engineering should 
propel him into an exceptional medical school for 
the fall of 2023.

Matt Fooksman ’20, also a member of the re-found-
ing pledge class of fall 2017, is in his second year of 
law school at Boston College. He has recently ex-
terned for the legal team at Wayfair and will be work-
ing as a law clerk for Liberty Mutual this summer in 
Boston. Matt has made several trips to Ithaca since 
graduating and is thrilled to see the house thriving 
with so many new brothers. “I am excited to see what 
the chapter has planned going forward,” Matt writes.

After an epic, humbling, and 
ultimately successful seven-year 
run at Cornell in the 1990s, 
Eric E. Neumann ’93/94/95/96 
has returned to the hallowed 
halls of academia, enrolling at 
Texas A&M’s Mays Business 
School where he is projected to 
graduate sometime before the 
end of the decade.

Ryan Zimmerman ’97 and his 
wife Ashleigh are now Tompkins 
County property owners, having 
purchased the long-time home 
of the Ithaca College president 
just blocks from the Ithaca Com-
mons. Originally built by the ΔΚΕ 
house architect, William Hen-
ry Miller in 1892, the large seven-bedroom mansion 
and the three-bedroom adjoining carriage house have 
been rechristened as “Fountain Place” (www.fountain-
placeinn.com) and was featured on HGTV’s House 
Hunters, in the episode entitled “Back to Their Future 
in Ithaca.” If you’re passing through and would love a 
place to stay, or just want to reconnect with Innkeeper 
Zim, you can reach him at zimzam16@gmail.com.

Ari Sobel ’99 and Lin Davidson ’72 were recog-
nized in ΔΚΕ International’s The Deke Quarterly 
magazine for their work in agriculture in New York 
state. Ari currently lives in Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia, but commutes regularly to his hydroponic farm 
in Grand Island, New York, just outside of Buffa-

lo. Lin, having retired 
from Cornell, continues 
to work his one-hun-
dred-and-ten-acre farm 
in Lansing, New York, 
while also serving as a 
director of the New York 
Farm Board. Both Ari and 
Lin continue to leverage 
their proximity to Ithaca 
to stop by the house and 
impart knowledge to the 
undergraduates, wheth-
er it be throwing a large 
barbeque for new broth-
ers, recommending lo-

cal craftsmen to address house repairs, or sharing 
their favorite stories of the ΔΚΕ house. You can find 
The Deke Quarterly article about Ari and Lin by 
Googling “Deke Quarterly, Vol.139 No.4.”

Jacob Eisner ’20, a member of the refounding pledge 
class of fall 2017, has continued his medical studies 
since departing Cornell. Immediately after gradua-
tion Jacob attended the post-baccalaureate pre-med-
ical program at Columbia University and worked as 
an EMT at Dobbs Ferry Volunteer Ambulance Corps. 
He is currently studying for his master’s degree in 

John Yerger ’82 has significantly increased his expo-
sure to Greek life over the past couple of years. Two 
years ago, he was elected president of Cornell Univer-
sity’s Alumni Interfra-
ternity Council (AIFC), 
not realizing that his 
early tenure would be 
helping Cornell’s Greek 
system navigate the 
many unknowns of 
fraternity life during a 
global pandemic. This 
past year, John was 
honored to be named 
a director of ΔΚΕ In-
ternational where his 
experience as a Cornell 
Deke and his advocacy 
for Greek life at Cornell 
University will benefit young Dekes everywhere. 

Greig Schneider ’85 has been at Egan Zehnder for 20 
years. He is a senior partner now and has been on the 
board for five years. “I’m in regular contact with: Ron 
Hunt ’86, Jared Kotler ’86, Vince Petrecca ’86, Kevin 
Carey ’86, Joe LeDoux ’87, Joe Sarbinowski ’87, and 
of course, my brother Glenn ’88. All are well,” he said.

Andrew Yakoobian ’96 hosted a magic show via 
Zoom for family and friends in celebration of his 48th 
birthday. Among those attending were Adam Ho
cherman ’97, Rob Halpin ’97, and Mike Furman ’79.

Alumnae communication services provided by  | programs@elevateims.com | 607-533-9200 | @elevateims

Kahlil Day ’80 was recognized with the Albert Nel-
son Marquis Lifetime Achievement Award. The award 
is granted to inductees who have excelled in their field 
for at least 20 years. Kahlil was also recently recog-
nized in the American Bar Foundation Fellows Spot-
light. Kahlil is a benefactor fellow. Most recently Kah-
lil was invited to join the Good Works Guild, a project 
of the Royal Society for the Arts (RSA) working to 
shape policies, practices, and markets to ensure that 
everyone can pursue good work in an age of techno-
logical change. Kahlil has been a fellow of the RSA for 
several years. Kahlil and Atiya, his wife of 33 years, 
are now empty-nesters and live in Northeast Florida.
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DECEASED
friends from the heart forever

Thomas S. Rogers ’48
April 20,2018 

William E. Wetzel Jr. ’52
March 17,2018 

 John Almquist ’54
March 18, 2022 

William F. Torrey Jr. ’57
January 14, 2018

Waldemar J. Podolak ’73
August 6, 2021

David C. Blackwell ’75
June 3, 2021

Lewis H. Durland IV ’80
May 21, 2015 

Vishnu Gogineni ’15
September 12, 2021

Ryan and Ashleigh Zimmerman’s “Fountain Place” 
located at the bottom of Buffalo Street near the 

Ithaca Common.

Eric Neumann ’96 joins “Reveille” at 
Texas A&M’s Mays Business School.

John Yerger ’82 (left) joined up with Deke broth-
ers Gary Mickiewicz ’82, Jeff Jameson ’83, and 

Jonathan Eder ’83 at a Chicago Bears game.


